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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Should applicant desire to obtain the benefit of foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 
119(a)-(d) prior to declaration of an interference, a certified English translation of the 
foreign application must be submitted in reply to this action. 37 CFR 41 .154(b) and 
41.202(e). 

Failure to provide a certified translation may result in no benefit being accorded 
for the non-English application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 3/27/2006 was filed. 
The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b) (4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: (e.g. "mobile phone handset beacon and GPS 
locator emergency device"). 
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Response to Amendment 

Claims 6-7, and 11-12 have been canceled. 
Claims 1 and 9 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 5, 8-10, and 15-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Linnett et al. (US 6771163 B2). 

Regarding claim 1. Linnett et al. discloses a mobile phone set (abstract, title, fig. 9, col. 
6 lines: 4-18, 30-38, teaches a mobile phone set and/or PLB, personal location beacon) 
comprising: 

a personal locator beacon transmitter circuit which transmits a beacon that includes an 
identification code selected from a serial number and a phone number of the set 
(abstract, title, fig. 1-9, col. 3 lines: 52-57, col. 4 lines: 41-45, col. 1 1 lines: 24-30, 31-37, 
Linnett et al. teaches PLB that transmit information signal);_and 
a microprocessor coupled to the circuit and configured to activate the circuit only when 
there is no mobile phone service available and the mobile phone user requests 
emergency service. 
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Regarding claim 9. Linnett et al. discloses a method of requesting emergency service 
on a mobile phone handset (abstract, title, fig. 9, col. 6 lines: 4-18, 30-38, teaches a 
mobile phone set and/or PLB, personal location beacon) comprising the steps of: 
determining if mobile service is available (col. 4 lines: 38-45, col. 6 lines: 30-38, col. 1 1 
lines: 24-30, 31-37, Linnett et al. teaches determining means for use of wireless network 
communication and/or satellite communication system): and 
activating a personal locator beacon transmitter circuit in the event that 
such service is unavailable which circuit transmits a beacon that includes an 
identification code selected from a serial number and phone number of the handset 
(abstract, title, fig. 1-9, col. 3 lines: 52-57, col. 4 lines: 41-45, col. 1 1 lines: 24-30, 31-37, 
Linnett et al. teaches PLB that transmit information signal with GPS information and 
information regarding user's subscription so that server can be access with more 
detailed information about subscriber, hence, providing identification that is 
concordance with mobile device). 

Consider claim 2. A phone set according to claim 1 , further comprising a global 
positioning system receiver circuit coupled to the microprocessor, the 
microprocessor further configured to include location coordinates from the global 
positioning system receiver circuit with a beacon transmitted by the personal locator 
circuit (fig. 9, title, abstract, col. 1 lines: 5-17, col. 11 lines: 31-64, Linnett et al. teaches 
GPS location coordinates sending with the PLB, personal location beacon, through 
means of a processor unit when in a remote area). 

Consider claim 5. A phone set according to claim 4, further comprising a microphone 
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coupled to the personal locator beacon transmitter circuit such that the homing signal 
includes voice transmission (col. 11 lines: 31-64, col. 11 lines: 65 — col. 12 lines: 3, 
Linnett et al. teaches SAR receiving information such as voice recording of subscriber 
and with other pertinent data as to the emergency or special considerations). 
Consider claim 8. A phone set according to claim 1 , further comprising a short range 
transceiver coupled to the personal locator beacon transmitter circuit and the 
microprocessor such that the locator beacon circuit transmits a beacon that includes 
emergency information received from the short range transceiver (fig. 9, col. 12 lines: 
27-33, Linnett et al. teaches control module controlling communication with external 
devices such as personal computer via interfaces, wired or wireless or infrared, hence, 
short-range). 

Consider claim 10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the transmitter circuit 
transmits a beacon that includes global positioning system location coordinates (fig. 9, 
title, abstract, col. 1 lines: 5-17, col. 11 lines: 31-64, Linnett etal. teaches GPS location 
coordinates with the PLB, personal location beacon). 

Consider claim 15. The method according to claim 14, wherein voice transmission is 
included with the homing signal (col. 11 lines: 31-64, col. 11 lines: 65 — col. 12 lines: 3, 
Linnett et al. teaches SAR receiving information such as voice recording of subscriber 
and with other pertinent data as to the emergency or special considerations). 
Consider claim 16. The method according to claim 9, wherein the beacon signal 
includes emergency information received from a short range transceiver located in the 
handset (fig. 9, col. 12 lines: 27-33, Linnett et al. teaches control module controlling 
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communication with external devices such as personal computer via interfaces, wired or 
wireless or infrared, hence, short-range). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Linnett et al. (US 6771 163 B2), and further in view of Street (US 6992623 B2). 

Consider claim 3. A phone set according to claim 1 , However, Linnet et al. does not 
specifically discloses wherein the personal locator beacon circuit transmits a beacon at 
a frequency of approximately 406 MHz, nevertheless, Street does address the limitation 
of a radio frequency approximately 406 MHz (title, abstract, fig. 1 , col. 2 lines: 19-59, 
col. 3 lines: 43-48, 51-53, 56-61, 65 — col. 4 lines: 2, Street teaches using a beacon 
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transmitting in approximately 406 MHz and is related to emergency locating beacon with 
an in-band homing transmitter). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically include the 
thresholds of the radio frequency of 406 MHz and only approximating around that, as 
taught by Street for purposes of, or motivated by reducing cost and complexity to the 
beacon (col. 1 lines: 47-48). 

Consider claim 13. The method according to claim 9, However, Linnet et al. does not 
specifically discloses wherein the transmitter circuit transmits a beacon at a frequency 
of approximately 406 MHz, nevertheless, Street does address the limitation of a radio 
frequency approximately 406 MHz (title, abstract, fig. 1, col. 2 lines: 19-59, col. 3 lines: 
43-48, 51-53, 56-61, 65 — col. 4 lines: 2, Street teaches using a beacon transmitting in 
approximately 406 MHz and is related to emergency locating beacon with an in-band 
homing transmitter). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to specifically include the thresholds of the 
radio frequency of 406 MHz and only approximating around that, as taught by Street for 
purposes of, or motivated by reducing cost and complexity to the beacon (col. 1 lines: 
47-48). 

Claims 4 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Linnett et al. (US 6771 163 B2), and further in view of Holmes et al. (US 7162395 
B1). 
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Consider claim 4. A phone set according to claim 3, However, Linnet et al. does not 
specifically discloses wherein the personal locator beacon circuit also transmits a 
homing signal at a frequency selected from approximately 121.5 MHz and 243 MHz; 
nevertheless, Holmes et al. teaches a system for testing devices functional attributes of 
having a 121 .5 MHz and 243 MHz radio frequency (title, abstract, fig. 6, col. 1 lines: 20- 
34, 45, col. 2 lines: 61-65, col. 3 lines: 6-12, col. 4 lines: 4-53, col. 5 lines: 14-17, 
Holmes et al. teaches a PDA or a handheld computing device that is tested for radio 
frequencies beacon which include 121.5 MHz and 243 MHz and 306 MHz as described 
in the references these are known frequency signals for distress alert and location data 
to assist search and rescue operations emitted by distress beacons). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to 
include these radio frequencies as taught by Holmes et al. for the purposes of, or 
motivated by making sure signals coming out of the device are transmitting at said 
frequencies (col. 1 lines: 26-34, col. 3 lines: 20-53). 

Consider claim 14. The method according to claim 9, Linnet et al. does not specifically 
discloses wherein the transmitter circuit transmits a homing signal at a frequency 
selected from approximately 121.5 MHz and 243 MHz ; nevertheless, Holmes et al. 
teaches a system for testing devices functional attributes of having a 121 .5 MHz and 
243 MHz radio frequency (title, abstract, fig. 6, col. 1 lines: 20-34, 45, col. 2 lines: 61-65, 
col. 3 lines: 6-12, col. 4 lines: 4-53, col. 5 lines: 14-17, Holmes et al. teaches a PDA or 
a handheld computing device that is tested for radio frequencies beacon which include 
121.5 MHz and 243 MHz and 306 MHz as described in the references these are known 
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frequency signals for distress alert and location data to assist search and rescue 
operations emitted by distress beacons). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to include these radio 
frequencies as taught by Holmes et al. for the purposes of, or motivated by making sure 
signals coming out of the device are transmitting at said frequencies (col. 1 lines: 26-34, 
col. 3 lines: 20-53) 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIEGO HERRERA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0907. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Diego Herrera/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/Lester Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



